
 

 

 
Minutes of the Board Meeting 
Held on: 11th September 2017 

Start 7.10pm    
 

In Attendance: J Weeks (Chairman), R Walker (Fixture Secretary), A Poulain (Vice Chairman/Facilities Coordinator/Respect 
Officer), E Slinn, T Mitchell (Discipline Director), I Hughes (Development Director), R Matthews, S Coles, C Mills, D Foster and W 
Newey (League Secretary/Finance Director) 
 

Apologies Received: D Holmes 
 

The reason for this absence were accepted by the Board. 
 

Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman welcomed the Board Members to the first meeting of the season. John informed the Board of the sad passing of 
Nick Haycox, our thoughts are with his family at this time.  John Walker emailed the Board to thank the clubs and Board 
members for their retirement gift.  
 
The BBC will broadcast the FA Cup tie between Deeping Rangers FC and Kidderminster Harriers FC. Coverage will be live on 
Saturday, 16 September from 12:20 on the BBC Sport website, app and connected devices 
 

 
Board Minutes 

• 15th May 2017  
 

Disciplinary Minutes 

• 13th June 2017 
 

The minutes of the previous meeting had already been circulated and were duly agreed as a true record and signed as such by 
the Chairman.  
 
B) Matters Arising 
None 
 

C) League Secretary/Finance Director/League Welfare Officer Report) 
1. Joint Liaison Meeting with UCL, Bedford League, Northants Comb and Lincolnshire League pencilled in for the 30th 

October 7pm Chairman, Vice Chairman and Secretary to attend. 
2. The Peterborough & District Football League has been identified by The FA to work in partnership with them in 

shaping their education programme on LGBT inclusion and the effects of homophobia. The content of the workshop 
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will look at terminologies and language, facts and myths, stereotyping and positive steps that can be taken in football 

to tackle homophobia and more importantly the role leagues and clubs can take in welcoming everyone to the game. 

The meeting is on the 18th December at 7pm the PDFL have extended an invite to the UCL Board members to attend. 

3. The UCL has kindly donated towards the cost to install an AED at Nene Valley Community Centre which includes the 
external case and AED. 

4. Cluster meetings to be arranged for February 2018: - 
7pm Deeping Rangers FC 
7pm Wellingborough Whitworths FC 
One item to discuss at the Cluster meeting would be do we look to arrange the KO Cups in to geographical divisions for 
next season. 

5. Clubs are reminded that to enter the Best Programme of the Year Award, they need to send the Secretary three 

separate programmes from throughout the season and to be received no later than the 15th April 2018. Clubs are also 

reminded that they must send a programme to the league secretary by 30th September 2017. 

Rule 8.14 The home Club is responsible for publishing a full match programme acceptable to the Board for each of its 
Competition matches, which must feature the League Logo and Competition Sponsor(s) logo on the front cover, 
include a full-page advertisement for the Competition sponsor(s) on the right hand full page side of any double page 
spread, for each of its Competition matches in the Premier Division. A leaflet providing the names of players will not 
be considered sufficient to comply with this Rule in the Premier Division.  In Division One a programme or leaflet 
providing the names of player’s sheet must be produced which must feature the League Logo and Competition 
Sponsor(s) logo. 

6. Email received from Northamptonshire Football Association requesting we consider consultation with the relevant 
County FA moving forward before deciding our Fair Play Award – Comments noted 

7. 2017/18 AGM to be held on the 23rd June 2018 at 10:30am at Nene Valley Community Centre, Candy Street, 
Peterborough PE2 9RE, after consulting with the clubs in order not to conflict with the World Cup 

8. Huntingdonshire FA are holding a Pitch Improvement Programme workshop, with the topic being The Importance of 
Aeration.  

 Date: Thursday 14th September 2017, 
 Time: 6.30pm – 9pm, 
 Location: St Neots Town FC, 5 Kester Way, St Neots, PE19 6SL 
 Cost: FREE 
 Booking: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-importance-of-aeration-tickets-37421353275 

9. Laurence Jones and David Morrall will both be attending our 8th January 2018 Board meeting. 
10. Mike Appleby has been appointed as General Secretary of the Spartan South Midland League 
11. Buckingham Town FC charged under Rule 2.20 Failing to attend AGM Fined £75 
12. Mark Panter from Wellingborough Town FC has been placed within top six groundsman in the National Step 5 & 6 

Award Category for The FA on 16th August he received a highly commended award. 
13. Emails received from The Football Association and circulated: - 

a. British Heart Foundation / Defibrillator (AED) Phase Two roll-out 
b. Steps 5/6 has been successful in securing a position on the FA Council Email  
c. FA Leagues Committee Update document following the meetings held on 11 May and 6 June. 
d. Latest update from the SGSA - Sports Grounds Safety Authority 
e. Update from the NaCTSO - National Counter Terrorism Security Office 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-importance-of-aeration-tickets-37421353275


 

 

f. Updated Ground Grading Documents 
g. The FA & Kick It Out’s Faith Calendar for the 2017-18 season 
h. Promotion/Relegation/Lateral Movement for season 2017/18 (Appendix 1) 
i. FA Leagues Committee’s invite all NLS Leagues to express their interest/apply to control and manage one of 

the new Step 6 divisions being formed from 2018/19. Whilst the exact geographical footprint of each league is 
not yet known, one is in the North-West area with the other being in the Essex/East Anglian area. 

14. Huntingdonshire FA and circulated: - 

a. Regulation amendments for the 2017/18 season 

D) Discipline 
Nothing to report 
 
E) Referee Appointments Officer Report 
All of August’s appointments were covered, we are a down in numbers of Level 4’s this year, which will have a knock-on effect 
on all of the appointments with the need to use more Level 5's on the Premier Division. The following highlights coverage for 
the period prior to September: 
Number of Prem Games – 47 
Number of Prem Games covered by Non-Level 4 - 3 
Number of Div 1 Games – 43 
Number of Div 1 Games covered by 5-4 Promotion Candidates – 17 (39.5%) 
September is looking worryingly tight due to the number of officials with closed dates: 

2nd Sept 9th Sept 16th Sept 23rd Sept 30th Sept 

43 26 

(not include FA Apps) 

21 

(So Far) 

20 

(So Far) 

26 

(So Far) 

Appointments for September have been completed baring the inevitable late changes that will occur. October's prep work has 
begun looking at availability and grouping of officials currently available.  
 
There have been two fixtures so far with unusually high mileage which was due to late changes and unavailability. Clubs were 
emailed to inform them before the game why this was the case so that they were prepared and not in shock when the 
expenses forms were handed over. To combat this, I ensured that for the following weeks they will have as low mileage as 
possible to ensure that this is evened out immediately (as best as possible). 
 
F) Facilities Coordinator 
Appendix 2 Ground Grading spreadsheet as at 11th September 2017. 

Ground Grading 

1. A reminder that the Ground Grading team at The FA have agreed that for one season only any club who shall be 
promoted at the end of the current season can move with their F grade.  

2. An interesting development following a question asked of the FA Grading team around grades offered to lower league 
clubs who ground share with higher clubs. It has been agreed that the higher league club grade shall now apply to the 
lower league clubs. This affects Burton Park wanderers and Rushden & Higham at present. The only issue I see at 
present will be the communication of when the higher league club is due for inspection. 



 

 

3. The only grading that has taken place since our last meeting was at Daventry who are graded to F for our league. They 
may have facilities for a higher grade but that is the level our league can grade to currently.  

4. Four clubs have re-grading requirements before the end of the year, Cogenhoe and Yaxley by the end of November 
and Desborough and Sleaford by the end of December.  

5. The Chairman and I attended at Olney Town on 2nd September to gain an update on progress towards the club 
achieving a G Grade. This they must do by 31st March 2018 at the latest otherwise we are noted by The FA they will be 
demoted at the end of the season. There will be no allowance for overrunning works as they will have had 3 years to 
get these completed. 

Floodlights  

1. These have been more problematic and I will not go into the background save to say that a lot of time has been spent 
getting clubs to the level they are currently at,  

2. For the remainder of the year two clubs are due retests by the end of September, Peterborough Northern Star and 
S&L Corby, both were mailed on 31st July PNS responded, I have not heard from S&L. two more are due for retest by 
the end of October, Oadby Town, ON Chenecks and Rothwell Corinthians by the end of November. All will/have been 
reminded as well as these notes. 

3. Our new clubs Lutterworth Town have had their floodlights installed before the end of August and I have received the 
certificate, I have been advised the average lux is around 268  

4. Pinchbeck are playing at Spalding and again I am waiting for the grid from them. 
5. Noted on the Grading documents for May 17 is that any new or upgraded installations must now achieve an average 

Lux value of 200 (Previously 180) 
 

G) Development Director/Charter Standard Co-Ordinator  
Clubs that have been charged an additional fee under Rule 3.2 Non-Charter Standard Clubs  
Cogenhoe United 
Long Buckby 
Kirby Muxloe 
New clubs have 1 year to sort their charter standard: 
St Andrews 
Lutterworth Town 
Ian to contact Clubs to offer support in achieving Charter Standard. 
 
  

H) Fixture Director 
Changes to fixtures to date total 136, with a further five postponed due to weather and one match abandoned. 
 
The final KOC Preliminary round tie was played on 2nd September, with two first round ties played and most of the remainder 
dated in September / early October.  The Reserve Cup preliminary round and first round outstanding ties are also all scheduled 
to be played in September / October. 
 
There has been a noticeable increase in Clubs requesting a free Saturday for various reasons.  Whilst I will try to accommodate 
requests, this is only possible if it does not leave another team without a game that could otherwise be scheduled, and Clubs 
are expected to be available to play matches on all Saturdays during the season if a game can be arranged.  



 

 

 
Whilst I have tried to avoid arranging two UCL games for the same Club on the same midweek evening, this has not been 
possible in all cases due to a majority of Clubs choosing Tuesday as their preferred home might for both first and reserve 
teams.  A preparedness to play reserve home games on Wednesdays would make this more achievable if any Clubs are 
prepared to consider this. 
 
I) Steps 5/6 Focus Group 

1. David Morrall of the Northern Counties East League, will serve as the Steps 5 & 6 Representative on The FA Council for 
the 2017 / 2018 season 

2. Leagues Conference update 
The FA regulations on the changes to the NLS will supersede League Rules for 12 months.  In the Premier Division, we 
will have 20 Clubs in 2018/19 and in Division One between 18 and 20 Clubs 

 
Impact is that for Premier Clubs it is possible that relegation could apply to bottom 2 clubs as normal (assuming we 
promote two clubs to Step 4 and that no clubs are relegated to us from step 4), but could apply to as many as 4/5 
Clubs. Any Clubs without the F Grade on 31 March 2018 WILL be demoted irrespective of their League position. 

 
In Division One there will not be any reprieves for Clubs who do not meet the G Grade on 31 March 2018, failure to 
achieve the Grade will result in demotion.  Relegation from Division One could apply and could extend beyond the 
bottom two, for example if ALL clubs have a G Grade, a Club is promoted from Step 7, and 4 Clubs were relegated 
from the Premier Division with only 2 being promoted, then three relegations would be necessary. 

 
It is also possible that the number of relegation places at step 5 and / or step 6 could be reduced by lateral movement 
to / from other leagues. 

 
ALL Clubs at Step 5 who do not have an independent F grade (or higher) from the FA will receive an FA visit in the first 
half of the season to verify their ground Grade 

 
For one season, Clubs may be promoted with an F Grade, it won’t be necessary to achieve an E Grade.  The Club who 
finish top of the Premier Division in 2017/18 WILL be promoted to Step 4 if they have an E or F Grade.  12 of the 14 
Clubs who finish 2nd in Step 5 Leagues in 2017/18 WILL be promoted (based on the Clubs with the best points per 
game average) if they have an E or F Grade.   

 
If a Clubs does not wish to be promoted should they finish in an appropriate position they should inform the FA 
BEFORE the season starts, but there would need to be an EXCEPTIONAL reason for this to be acceptable. 

 

J) Observers Coordinators Report  

 No report received 

 

K) Any Other Business 
1. Clubs are reminded that if they have any issues with the League match balls to email the Secretary. 
2. It was proposed by the Chairman that we reconsider Michael Vincent ChromaSport & Trophies previous owner as a 

League Life Member – unanimously agreed and to be put to the 2018 AGM 
 



 

 

 
The Chairman thanked the Board members for their attendance in closing at 9.20pm 
 

The next meeting of the Board will be held on 13th November 2017  
Location: League Office at 7pm 
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Appendix 2 
FLOODLIGHTS          GRADING    

Club Lux 
Min/Ma

x 
Date 

Due 
Date 

Columns Lamps    Club   DUE  

Sleaford Town 274 0.26 
Jun-
15 

Jun-17 4 20 Highlights M 14/5  Cogenhoe United F 
Nov-

14 
Nov-
17 

Stewarts & Lloyds Corby 145 0.36 
Sep-
15 

Sep-17 8 16 Grove M 31/7  Yaxley  F 
Nov-

14 
Nov-
17 

Peterborough Northern Star 184 0.30 
Sep-
15 

Sep-17 8 24 Adv Elec M 31/7  Desborough Town  F 
Dec-

14 
Dec-
17 

Oadby Town 183 0.27 
Oct-
15 

Oct-17 6 18 JKP   Sleaford Town F 
Dec-

14 
Dec-
17 

Northampton ON Chenecks 218 0.26 
Oct-
15 

Oct-17 6 16 Musco M 1/9  Olney Town   
Mar-

15 
Mar-
18 

Rothwell Corinthians 150 0.26 
Nov-
15 

Nov-17 8 16 T James   Harborough Town F 
Mar-

15 
Mar-
18 

Daventry Town 284 0.27 
Jan-
16 

Jan-18 4 20 Highlights   Oadby Town F 
Mar-

15 
Mar-
18 

Cogenhoe United 150 0.32 
Feb-
16 

Feb-18 4 24 Roberts   Rothwell Corinthians F 
Mar-

15 
Mar-
18 

Lutterworth Athletic 283 0.31 
Jun-
14 

Mar-18 4 20 Lindley   Eynesbury Rovers F 
Apr-

15 
Apr-
18 

Buckingham Town @ 
Bletchley 

176 0.33 
Feb-
16 

Mar-18 8 16 Highlights   Harrowby United F 
Apr-

15 
Apr-
18 

Bourne Town 150 0.25 
Mar-
16 

Mar-18 4 24 Musco   Buckingham Town @ 
Bletchley 

G 
Apr-

15 
Apr-
18 

Harrowby United 196 0.28 
May-
16 

May-18 6 16 Musco   Lutterworth Athletic G 
Mar-

16 
Mar-
19 

Wellingborough Whitworth 258 0.27 
May-
16 

May-18 8 16 Musco   Burton Park Wanderers C 
Mar-

16 
Mar-
19 

Harborough Town 234 0.25 
May-
16 

May-18 6 18 Musco   Bugbrooke St Michaels G 
Mar-

16 
Mar-
19 

Desborough Town  256 0.27 Jul-16 Jul-18 4 32 Highlights   Blackstones FC G 
Mar-

16 
Mar-
19 

Potton United 260 0.38 
Aug-
16 

Aug-18 6 16 Highlights   Raunds Town G 
Mar-

16 
Mar-
19 

Leicester Nirvana 278 0.33 
Sep-
16 

Sep-18 6 16 Highlights   Stewarts & Lloyds Corby G 
Mar-

16 
Mar-
19 

Eynesbury Rovers 226 0.41 
Sep-
16 

Sep-18 8 16 Highlights   Bourne Town G 
Mar-

16 
Mar-
19 

Woodford United 124 0.28 
Sep-
16 

Sep-18 6 24 SRW   Irchester United G 
Mar-

16 
Mar-
19 

Yaxley  287 0.51 
Sep-
16 

Sep-18 6 16 IBS   Oakham United G 
Mar-

16 
Mar-
19 

Olney Town 170 0.26 
Sep-
16 

Sep-18 6 14 Mus/High   Potton United G 
Mar-

16 
Mar-
19 

Newport Pagnell Town 134 0.38 
Sep-
16 

Sep-18 8 16 Highlights   Rushden & Higham United G 
Mar-

16 
Mar-
19 

Wellingborough Town 2004 136 0.27 
Sep-
16 

Sep-18 4 24 Highlights   Thrapston Town G 
Mar-

16 
Mar-
19 

Melton Town 214 0.30 
Sep-
16 

Sep-18 6 14 Abacus   Wellingborough Whitworth G 
Mar-

16 
Mar-
19 

Deeping Rangers 171 0.25 
Oct-
16 

Oct-18 4 20 
TJ 
Electrical 

  Woodford United G 
Mar-

16 
Mar-
19 

Northampton Sileby Rngs 308 0.25 
Oct-
16 

Oct-18 8 24 Highlights   Wellingborough Town 
2004 

D 
Mar-

16 
Mar-
19 

Long Buckby AFC 175 0.28 
Oct-
16 

Oct-18 4 24 Salt Elec   Kirby Muxloe F 
Apr-

16 
Apr-
19 

Irchester United 217 0.26 
Oct-
16 

Oct-18 6 18 Musco M 24/5  Huntingdon Town F 
Sep-

16 
Sep-
19 

Kirby Muxloe 125 0.28 
Oct-
16 

Oct-18 6 12 Rowe   Peterborough Northern 
Star 

F 
Sep-

16 
Sep-
19 

Raunds Town 146 0.26 
Nov-
16 

Nov-18 4 24 Highlights   Newport Pagnell Town F 
Oct-

16 
Oct-
19 

Rushden & Higham United 280 0.25 
Jan-
17 

Feb-19 6 18 Musco   Deeping Rangers F 
Oct-

16 
Oct-
19 

Thrapston Town 
178

0 
0.20 

Feb-
17 

Mar-19 4 20 SGD   Northampton Sileby Rngs F 
Oct-

16 
Nov-
19 



 

 

Blackstones FC 126   
Mar-
17 

Mar-19 8 16 Rudkin   Boston Town F 
Nov-

16 
Nov-
19 

Bugbrooke St Michaels 196 0.35 
Apr-
17 

May-19 6 14 Highlights   Wisbech Town F 
Nov-

16 
Nov-
19 

Holbeach United 268 0.28 
May-
17 

May-19 4 16 Highlights   Holbeach United F 
Nov-

16 
Nov-
19 

Oakham United 217 0.26 
Jun-
17 

Jun-19 6 12 SNG   Long Buckby AFC G 
Nov-

16 
Nov-
19 

Boston Town 140 0.31 Jul-17 Jul-19 6 18 
Smith 
Elec 

  Melton Town G 
Dec-

16 
Dec-
19 

St Andrews FC 187 0.29 
Aug-
17 

Aug-19     
M 22/6, 

31/7 
 Northampton ON 

Chenecks 
F 

Dec-
16 

Dec-
19 

Burton Park Wanderers 130 0.38 
Aug-
17 

Sep-19 8 16 Highlights 
Retest 
31/08 

 Leicester Nirvana F 
Dec-

16 
Dec-
19 

Wisbech Town 229 0.26 
Aug-
17 

Sep-19 4 24 Musco   Daventry Town F 
Aug-

17 
Sep-
20 

Huntingdon Town 207 0.43 
Oct-
17 

Oct-19 8 16 Highlights   St Andrews FC F   

Pinchbeck FC              Pinchbeck FC (Spalding) D   

Lutterworth Town FC            M 3/7  Lutterworth Town  H   
              
Key = New Floodlight 
Installations 

240.
0 

0.30 
Average for 

League 
6 19    No Current Grade'    

          Olney G for March 2018    

 


